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LIFE STORY OF LUKE SYPHUS AND CHRISTINA LONG 
 
 There, in or near London, was a girl in her teens and a young man.  The young lady 
had accepted the Gospel of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, but the young man 
had not.    The story here is how she (Christiana Long Syphus) told it in the sunset 
of her life with her own lips.... She said, "You know when I first heard the Elders, we 
went to their meetings together and their messages all seemed so true and it found 
a response in my heart and I tried to show him, but he would not listen, but I knew 
it was true.  I could not marry him because he could not accept the Gospel. I finally 
told him so and he felt sorry and so did I, but I wanted my children taught this 
Gospel.  Thus he and I parted, but there was another young man by the name of 
Luke Syphus.  He was a good young man; he joined the Church.  We married and I 
have never been sorry." 
 
 They were never sorry and their faith was never shaken.  They bore the hardships 
and suffering and privations with all the rest of our forefathers who settled this 
intermountain land.  Many of them left homes of luxury and came for the love of 
truth. 
 
 Luke Syphus, son of Matthew and Mary Long Syphus, was born 23rd of January 
1827 at Leafield, Oxfordshire, England.  He married Christiana Long, the 25th of 
December 1851 at St. Pancras Church in Middlesex County, England. 
 
Christiana Long, daughter of John Long and Martha Hignall, was born the 10th of 
January 1832, at Standlake, Oxfordshire, England.  Christiana's mother died when 
she was eight years old.  Later her father remarried and, although the stepmother 
was kind and good to the children, Christiana wanted to be independent.  She 
wanted to earn her own living; so, she went to London to find employment. 
 
 Though Christiana was not born of the gentry, she always conducted herself in a 
most well-bred, lady-like manner.  This quality enabled her to find employment in a 
"gentleman's family", caring for his children.  However, she did not like the lady for 
whom she worked because she expected Christiana to do so many other things 
besides taking care of the children.  She decided to leave and because she had 
always been such a lady-like girl, they were forced to give her a good letter of 
recommendation. 
 
Her next job was with a family by the name of King.  Here she stayed, seemingly 
very happy for five years, or until they left to sail for America. The Kings wanted 
Christiana to go to America with them, but for some unknown reason, she stayed 
behind. 
 
Who can tell where the kind hand of providence takes charge of our lives for a 
purpose?  It was not long after the Kings left, that she heard the Gospel of the 
Latter-Day Saints.  When she heard this new religion, she began attending meetings 
and investigating.  The more she studied and heard, the more she was convinced 
that she had found the truth. 
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Where Luke and Christiana lived in England we do not know (THEIR MARRIAGE 
LICENCE STATES THEY LIVED ON LEWIS STREET IN CAMDEN TOWN -north part 
of London - Luke was apparently an apprentice to Mary Long's father, John Long, a 
lawyer. On the license the same street is listed as their residence, thus Luke may 
have boarded at the Long house.), nor what occupation Luke followed; but we do 
know that later he was a good stone mason and was skilled at whip-sawing lumber. 
He was able to make good use of these skills later in his life. 
 
About a year after their marriage Luke and Christiana set sail for Australia, 21, 
November 1852, in the sailing vessel Java.  This vessel had about five hundred 
people aboard and carried water and provisions for three months.    Before sailing, 
Luke was given a blessing by the presiding church officials in England that he 
would suffer a great loss on the voyage, and that he would be the means of saving 
the ship. This prophecy was literally fulfilled. 
 
It is on this voyage that we begin to get a picture of the character and personality of 
Luke Syphus.  Many adverse conditions prevailed, among them reverse winds that 
sometimes drove the ship back for several days.  So instead of a three-month 
voyage, it lengthened into five months.   All the people on the vessel suffered terribly 
from lack of food and water; many died and were buried at sea before Australia was 
reached.  The passengers were put on rations that amounted to two tablespoons of 
water per day and sea biscuits.  These sea biscuits were not only so hard they had 
to be cut with an ax, but they were also filled with big worms - they were eaten 
anyway because those on board were so hungry. 
 
When the ship was three months out, Christiana gave birth to her first son, Luke, 
on the 3rd. of March 1853.  He was born while the ship was in Table Bay, Cape of 
Good Hope, Africa.  Due to conditions on board ship, she could not give her baby 
proper nourishment and care, so he died on March 29, 1853, twenty-six days after 
birth, and was buried at sea.  The reverse winds were not the only troubles that 
beset the Java.  She sprang a leak and for some time the captain considered 
abandoning ship.  In fact, he had ordered the boats lowered with all the women and 
children loaded in them.  Here is where Luke showed his faith and inspiration.  
While the captain was below seeing about repairs and pumping operations and 
organizing a bucket brigade to bail water, Luke preempted the captain's place and 
ordered all passengers to stay aboard and away from the boats.  In a calm, 
authoritative voice, he told them that the leak would be repaired and the water 
pumped out, and the ship would continue safely on its way.  They were assured by 
his calm manner and none left the ship.  However, when the captain on deck he was 
very angry and threatened to put Luke in the brig for his actions.  But Luke did not 
back down on the wisdom of his order, and the captain realized that he had been 
spared additional troubles, forget the insubordination and the incident was closed. 
 
After 5 months of buffeting by the elements, passengers almost starved, with many 
sick on board, the Java reached Australia. (24, April 1853)  This was just at the 
time when so many rich gold mines were being discovered in that country.  
Consequently, there was a great demand for lumber and all kinds of building 
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material.  Luke was quick to see the possibilities in this activity and immediately 
prepared to saw lumber.  Well-sawed lumber brought a very good price, as it should. 
 
At that time, lumber sawed by hand and under great difficulties was whip-sawed in 
the following manner:  First a deep cellar-like pit was dug.  The log to be sawed was 
marked with straight black lines the size of the boards determining the number of 
lines per log.  The helper would stand on the log, the two of them drawing the great 
saw up and down the length of it.  A most arduous way to get lumber!  Surely Luke 
earned the good wages he got for his efforts! 
 
Since Luke and Christiana were Latter-day Saints, the home they established in 
Australia became headquarters for the L.D.S. Elders and Apostles who came there 
to proselyte the natives.    In Australia the cool time of the year comes in the 
summer months.  This was fortunate for Christiana for on August 31, 1854 she 
gave birth to her second child, a lovely daughter, later named Lovina. At the time of 
her birth, Luke and Christiana were living in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. 
 
Luke worked hard, and with the help of his good wife, was able to save enough 
money for passage to America.  Always in their hearts from the time they first joined 
the Church, had been the desire to go to Zion.  When the time came to sail, Lovina 
was not quite two years old, but already she was a beautiful child, taking after her 
mother in looks.  Christiana was a small, dainty woman with fine features, beautiful 
black wavy hair, laughing brown eyes that were shadowed with provocatively long 
lashes, and a lovely mouth that curved easily into smiles.  Her ankles were trim and 
neat, ending in the high arched instep of true aristocrat.  These attributes of beauty 
she passed on to her children to some degree, but her first-born daughter, Lovina, 
was a true prototype. 
 
There is no record of the names of the people with who they associated and did 
business while in Australia except one: this was Joseph Ridges.  He and Luke were 
associated in the lumber business and became fast friends; a tie that lasted 
throughout their lives.  This same Joseph Ridges was later called to build the Salt 
Lake Tabernacle organ.   He tells about his conversion to Mormonism and his 
association with Luke and his personal history:  " In 1852, in company with a 
friend, I set sail for Australia, suffering from a bad attack of gold fever, and after five 
months we landed at Sydney. While on board ship I became acquainted with a 
gentleman whose name was Luke Syphus, and it subsequently transpired that Mr. 
Syphus was a Mormon; but at that time I could not have told what a Mormon was 
as the fame or otherwise of the Latter-day Saints had not then become so widely 
known at it is today. Upon landing at Sydney, I joined forces with this gentleman, 
and we went some four hundred miles up the rivers and creeks into the dense bush. 
 
"Well, to cut the matter short, it was not long before I found out what a Mormon 
was, and I become one of them joyfully...an action I have never regretted, if it did 
have the effect of causing my brothers and relatives at home in England to cease 
corresponding with me."    Brother Ridges had gone to Australia seeking gold, but 
through his association with Luke he found the more precious good - the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 
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On the 23 of May 1856, Luke and Christiana and little Lovina set sail on the ship 
Jenoveve (or Jenny Flora) for America.  They sailed with a large company composed 
mostly of L.D.S.  This too was a hazardous passage as the ship caught fire three 
times while on the three months voyage across the Pacific. 
 
They landed at San Pedro Harbor, California early in August (15, August 1856). 
Most of the Saints moved inland to San Bernardino where an L.D.S. colony was 
already established.  However, the Syphuses and a few close friends stayed behind 
at San Pedro because Christiana was expecting her third child momentarily.  Luke 
quickly gathered driftwood and ship wreckage to make a shelter.  This was the first 
cabin on the beach, and some two weeks later the first white child was born there.  
This was Edward Henry Syphus, born August 22, 1856, a son to Luke and 
Christiana. 
 
When the mother and baby could travel, the little party also moved into San 
Bernardino 30, September 1856.  Here Luke sawed lumber and made rails from the 
trees of the nearby mountains.  With these he built a three-room house for his little 
family and fenced a fifteen-acre farm.  The soil here was very good, and with the 
help of a young Indian, Luke cleared and planted his small farm. 
 
Ever a kindly man, and one to help the needy, Luke took the hungry Indian boy in, 
gave him food, and paid him to help with the land.  Over Christiana's protests, the 
Indian was allowed to sit at the table with the family for his meals.  This was 
contrary to prevalent custom, but Luke felt that if he worked in the field, he should 
be allowed to eat as his family ate.  This Christian kindness later paid big dividends 
to the Syphuses and their friends. 
 
The small farm yielded abundant crops in 1857.  It looked as though the family 
larder would be running over with winter supplies, plus what could be grown the 
year round.    Things began to look good for the Saints in San Bernardino.  They 
had water, good soil, good climate, and were seemingly unmolested by persecutors.  
but their good fortune was short lived.  Far away in Southern Utah the Mountain 
Meadow Massacre had been perpetrated.  Its effects on the members of the Church 
was far-reaching.  In California the Latter-day Saints were threatened with death if 
they did not get out.  The leaders in Salt Lake called them to come to Utah for 
safety.  They had to leave so quickly they had no time to sell anything; probably 
would not have found buyers anyway.  They just walked away, leaving their homes 
and crops to anyone who chose to take them (3, Dec. 1857). 
 
This certainly was a test of faith and proof of the sturdy character of these people.  
The wilderness road to Utah lay across three waterless deserts and through valleys 
infested with starving, hostile Indians.  every mile was fraught with danger, yet 
those sturdy people loaded their families and meager possessions into wagons and 
started across the trackless wastes.   They were sure of three oases between San 
Bernardino and Utah, but they were not sure they would ever reach them.  And 
reaching them, they were not sure they would leave alive because of the Indians 
lying in wait.   These oases were Las Vegas, The Muddy, and Beaver Dam.  Each 
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had running water, shade, and a modicum of grass.  Las Vegas was a clear spr4ing 
that spouted up and ran out into the desert.  The Muddy was a big creek, fed by 
warm springs that meandered down through a long marrow valley, all enclosed by 
tawny mesas. Beaver Dam was a mountain fed stream, bordered with trees and 
grass at intervals that had cut a wide gash in the earth for more than a hundred 
miles. Before, between, and after these three oases lay the desert, stark and jealous, 
reaching out hungry hands for the weak and unprepared. 
 
The little party of fleeing Saints had safely negotiated the first third of their journey.  
They stopped at Las Vegas without incident, and were praying to do the same at the 
Muddy.  But as they drove down the tortuous trail to the river ford, they came upon 
Indians...half-naked, hungry Indians.   The wagons had made the crossing safely 
and were slowly following the trail across the upper valley...each driver kept a sharp 
look-out for Indians, for they knew the Piutes would do anything for food. 
  Suddenly Luke heard a noise to the rear of his outfit.  Hastily looking over his 
shoulder into the dark depths of the wagon, he saw Lovina being lifted out of the 
back opening by two brown hands.  With a shout he stopped the team and leaped to 
the ground, running as he lit.  He struck the Indian a blow that made him drop the 
child and sent him spinning.  Lovina had been too frightened of the ugly brown face 
to cry out, but in later years she said she was sure the Indian was only looking for 
food and had moved her, the better to look. 
 
With this incident to spur them on, the little party moved toward Beaver Dam.  Up 
they went, up the steep sandy slope of the mesa, over the ragged rim-rock, across 
the dreary miles of top, down over the rim-rock, and on across the slopes of shifting 
sand.  Plop, plod, plop went the feet of the horses, and in the minds of the people a 
question: Would there be Indians at the Beaver Dam?  There were - the whole tribe 
had assembled, ready to pounce on the wagon train.  The Saints quickly prepared to 
defend themselves and in so doing, one member of the party was recognized.  Luke 
Syphus...the young Indian that he had employed in San Bernardino and so kindly 
treated, knew his friend.  He quickly spoke to the chief...pleaded with him to spare 
the lives of those in this wagon train.  Reluctantly the chief consented, provided the 
Saints would give them food.  An agreement was made.  Leaving most of their 
provisions behind, the train was allowed to proceed in safety. 
 
And so the third oasis was left behind, and what lay ahead--none knew.  When Utah 
was reached, the Syphuses reached Cedar City January 31, 1858.  They stayed 
there about a year, but apparently were not satisfied, for they moved further south 
into Toquerville.  They left November 15, 1858, arrived the 16th of November 1858.  
This was a small settlement of saints between Cedar City and St. George.  The 
Syphus' did not stay long here either, but during their stay, a fourth child, a 
daughter, was born. On the 6th of March 1859, Martha Ellen Syphus joined the 
family. 
 
The next place the family moved was to the settlement of Santa Clara, a small place 
that was being built up on a bend of the Santa Clara Creek; they arrived on 
December 11, 1859.  Here they acquired land, built a home, and surrounded 
themselves with the usual accoutrements of farm life: Pigs, chickens, cattle, farm 
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equipment, and so on.  The family was doing very well--was busy and happy, and 
well onto forgetting their previous hardships.  Here too, in this quiet time, Alfred 
Luke Syphus was born, December 22, 1861. (IT IS LISTED THAT THEY WERE 
SEALED TOGETHER ON 10, AUG. 1861 IN THE ENDOWMENT HOUSE IN SALT 
LAKE CITY, UTAH.  LISTED ON THE SYPHUS FAMILY GROUP SHEET BY EFFIE 
SYPHUS.) 
 
When he was one week old, (Jan 1, 1862), disaster struck again.  During the winter 
of this year there had been so much snow and rain that the beneficent Santa Clara 
Creek became a torrent.  It's angry water gobbled up the land it had previously 
made.  The people hastily abandoned their homes, climbing to a hillside for safety.  
Here Christiana sat with her week-old son, along with her neighbors and watched 
the greedy creek carry their homes away. The men saved what they could, but since 
they had been forced out in the evening, it was hard to work in the dark.  When 
morning came, the only thing left of a flourishing settlement was the chimney of 
Luke and Christiana's house.  This made two homes and farms that they had lost in 
five years. 
 But they were not daunted.  With stout hearts they moved around the point of the 
hill, a greater distance from the creek and started over again. 
 
Luke's brother Matthew Syphus was in Santa Clara, Utah at the time of the flood 
with his little family, his wife being Marianna (Mary Ann French).  After the flood 
disaster Matthew went to California (where the gold had been discovered) and he left 
his family in the care of Luke and Christiana.  Thus, with this added responsibility, 
Luke made a decision to give up farming and to follow the stone masonry trade.  He 
quickly made adobes and built a house for his family.  One was surely needed for 
there was much sickness that summer after the flood. 
 
Because of so much sickness in the two families, Luke moved Marianna and her 
children into his home.  They watched her two oldest daughters die, even as 
Christiana nursed her own ailing children.  It was a terrible summer and one to try 
the faith of the most devout. 
 
 Probably because of the sorrow he had seen in this house, Luke sold it, moving the 
two families to a new one closer to the hills.  In this new home, Marianna saw her 
baby die and Christiana gave birth to another son: her sixth child, George Alvin 
Syphus, born the 23rd. of December 1863. 
 
In the preceding two years, and in spite of so much personal trouble and sorrow, 
Luke had been very busy.  He had been building homes for other people; homes that 
still stand, a monument to his integrity as a builder.  One house in particular that 
he helped build was a home for Jacob Hamblin.  Most of the town’s people helped to 
build this home in someway as it seemed a community project.  Its site was up on a 
hillside overlooking the rest of the town.  A rather pretentious, two story house with 
thick rock walls. 
 
 In the fall of 1863 Matthew returned from California and resumed responsibility for 
his family.  About this time, or shortly after the birth of George Alvin Syphus, 
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Apostle Erastus Snow called on Luke to make yet another move.  Several families 
were called to settle in Clover Valley, Nevada and Luke was called to be the Bishop. 
 
These were the days of Indian uprisings and raids; Clover Valley was not exempt.  In 
fact, the raids became so frequent that the settlers had to build a fort and a big 
round public stockade for the cattle and horses.  At night, guards had to be posted 
to ward off Indian forays. 
 
On one of these raids, two of the Indians were shot, but the settlers decided to 
follow them and end once and for all, if possible, the trouble.  Since the raid took 
place about midnight, the men at the fort took up the trail as soon as they could 
follow the tracks.  When they stopped for breakfast, Luke's horse got loose and went 
back to the fort.  This caused a great deal of excitement and sorrow, because he was 
loved by all the settlers.  One woman swore personal vengeance on anyone who had 
harmed "their Luke". But, Luke returned home safety and all were relieved when he 
came back although the men were unable to stop the Indians.  The raids continued 
until nearly all the stock was driven off. 
 
Clover Valley was a beautiful valley, on of the most picturesque yet settled by the 
Saints.  The present settlement is know as Barklay (1965) and is on the Union 
Pacific Railroad.  But, in 1864 it was an isolated, lonely place.  The small group of 
Saints had to depend entirely on their own resources for protection from the 
Indians. 
 
The Indians here were especially troublesome.  They were ruled tyrannically by on 
Bushhead.  He was feared as much by his own people as by the white settlers.   
Luke was not only the ecclesiastical leader of the group, but he had to plan the 
strategy against the Indians as well.  Many skirmishes and narrow escapes were 
recorded, not only by the Clover Valley group, but by more distant settlements. 
 
One of these more distant settlements was in the Pahranagate Valley, some 60 or 70 
miles away.  The settlers were not Latter-day Saints, but Bushhead was no 
respecter of persons, and one of his group killed a man at Kiko in the Pahranagate 
Valley, then cunningly blamed the Mormons for it!  This of course aroused their fury 
against the Saints in Clover Valley.  They organized a posse and came posthaste to 
wipe out the "damn Mormons". 
 
But here again we see the quiet strength and sagacity of Luke Syphus revealed.   
Calmly his group met the irate posse and asked for a hearing.  He quickly outlined 
the situation, explaining the cunning perfidy of Bushhead. Immediately the two 
valleys joined forces and subsequently succeeded in capturing the leaders of the 
Indians, among them the rebel Bushhead.  After their demise, there was no more 
Indian trouble. 
 
It seems that in each place that Luke and Christiana helped to settle, they were 
destined to spend a short time.  They gave their strength and talent to establish a 
settlement and then were called to a new frontier, and in each place a child was 
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born into their family.  Here in Clover Valley, Levi Walter Syphus was born on April 
22, 1867, their seventh child. 
 
Luke and Christiana were required to make one more move before they finally chose 
and were allowed to make a permanent home.  In the fall of 1866 they moved 55 
miles east to an isolated little valley that was later known as Pinto. Their stay was 
very short.  Just through the winter of 1866-1867.  In the spring of 1867 they 
moved to a settlement that had already been established, and was situated adjacent 
to rich and active mines.  Yes...in the spring of 1867 the Syphuses moved to 
Panaca, Lincoln County, Nevada and they were "home". 
 
Not long after they came to Panaca, another rich mining town sprang up.  This was 
Pioche.  Here they found ready sale for all the vegetables and farm products they 
could grow.  They build a comfortable home and being thrifty and industrious they 
were able to give their children all the comforts available at the time and in some 
instances, provided even luxuries. 
 
In Panaca, Luke and Christiana found the sanctuary among the Latter-day Saints of 
Zion that they had set out to find so many years before when they left England on 
the sailing vessel Java.  They had given the strength of their youth, their talents and 
native abilities to help in getting the church established in outposts throughout 
Southern Utah and Nevada.  Now at the ages of 40 and 35, those choice, rich years 
of life, they found permanency and could put those abilities with which they were so 
richly endowed to purposeful and permanent uses. 
 
They took active part in church, civic and political enterprises.   Luke was a Bishop 
for seven years in the Panaca Ward from Feb. 25, 1875 to June 7, 1882. And prior 
to that he was first counselor to Bishop Thomas Jefferson Jones for a period of four 
years.  He was a County Commissioner for Lincoln County, Nevada for ten years.  In 
this capacity he skillfully guided the policies and achievements of that body along 
lines of greater civic improvements. 
 
Christiana was not idle either.  She was busy helping her husband to organize and 
staff the various church auxiliaries.  Many of these she had to guide herself until 
enough people came into the ward to take over the leadership. Always they wanted 
the best the church had to offer their children in opportunities and training and 
they worked together to achieve this end. 
 
 It was here in Panaca too, that Christiana told her grandchildren about her 
conversion to Mormonism and about her marriage to Luke, the good man who had 
joined the church. "I have never been sorry." How well she had earned the peace 
and comfort of the final years in Panaca. 
 
 Luke and Christiana passed on to their reward after years of full rich living in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  Luke died at the age of 88 on April 19, 
1915.  Christiana followed 3 years later at the age of 86 on August 17, 1918." 
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 "BOOK: IRA HATCH - INDIAN MISSIONARY 1835-1909 by Richard Ira Elkins page 
28. 1855 - 1862   *1855  Quote:  "In the spring of that year, Jacob Hamblin, well at 
last, returned with several of the other missionaries and we added onto our cabin 
and started our fort.  It was to be known as Fort Clara.  It was 100 feet long on each 
side, measuring from the outside.  The rock walls were 12 feet high and about 2 feet 
think.  There was plenty of stone available and near at hand to build with and we 
had spent the winter hauling the rock to the area to be reedy when we started 
building.  Our Indian friends were now trained and willing to help in exchange for 
food.  The work on the fort went forward with ten missionaries and four 
stonemasons from Cedar City directing the work. 
 
The fort had a fireplace in the center of each of its 14 cabins.  Each cabin was about 
12 1/2 feet wide and 20 feet deep, with one door and one window.  The outside wall 
or fireplace wall was of rock.  The other walls were of logs, except for the end cabins, 
which had two walls of rock.  The roof was supported on logs set into the rock on 
one end and resting on log walls on the inside of the fort.  To this other smaller 
limbs were attached horizontally and green willows woven in between to form as 
stout a support as possible for the sod roofs. 
 
For protection, there were gun ports built into the rock walls, on the east and west.  
One would have to lie on the rooftops to fire out of the gun ports. On the north and 
south you stood on a raised wooden platform.  There were 4 wooden ladders to 
access the raised platforms and then you could go out onto the roofs. 
 
Brigham Young said it was probably the best fort in the Territory at that time.  The 
two doors, on the south side of the fort near the road, swung on heavy iron hinges 
with the hinge support built into the rock wall.  The gate timbers were split logs 
adzed down to about 3 inches thick with heavy cross members bolted to them.  
There was a 4 x 6 inch beam that was put into carriers that locked the doors shut 
for defense, or a large iron hasp that held them closed when the beam was not 
needed." 
 
1858- Book, "UNDER THE DIXIE SUN" section about Santa Clara, Utah compiled by 
Nellie McArthur Gubler, page 154. 
"  In the spring of 1858 the Saints living at San Bernadino, California were called 
back to Utah by Brigham Young because Johnson's army was enroute to Utah and 
President Young wanted all the Saints he could get to be ready in case they were 
needed to defend themselves.  Some of the Saints settled at Santa Clara, thus 
strengthening the settlement.  Among these people were Luke and Matthew Syphus, 
Christopher L. Riding, Hamblin and Brown Crow, William Lay, William Crosby and 
other." (The Syphus family brought with them many grape starts from California.) 
 
The terrible flood that washed away the fort in Santa Clara and many pioneer 
homes is reported to have been Jan. 1, 1862.  The dam had been built and rebuilt 
many times and the people rebuilt, started again each time." 
 
PANACA, NEVADA WARD RECORDS (on film) HAS HIM LISTED SEVERAL TIMES: 
BAPTIZED: 1850 in Camden Town, London England. (must have been confirmed a 
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member of the Church at that time.) PANACA WARD ORGANIZED 12, AUG. 1865 
AND WAS IN THE ST. GEORGE, UTAH STAKE UNTIL 1912. 
1864 - CLOVER VALLEY, NEVADA  BOOK: "THE WOODS FAMILY" of Clover Valley, 
Nevada 1869-1979 compiled by Orilla Woods Hafen, Mary R. Edwards and Elbert B. 
Edwards. Page 8. 
 
" Clover Valley was not, therefore, strictly virgin territory.  It had been visited, and a 
brief camp established there in 1857 by the White Mountain Mission sent out by 
Brigham Young to find possible places of refuge in the western deserts to which the 
saints might retreat if forced from their Utah homes by the invading U.S. Army.  The 
next attempt at colonizing the area came in early 1864.  As a result of a severe 
drought in the lower Virgin River drainage area during the previous year a number 
of settlers along the Santa Clara River decided to look elsewhere for home sites and 
more stable conditions. 
 
Their search led them to Clover Valley some 60 miles to the Northwest from Santa 
Clara.  The group, including LUKE SYPHUS, Amos and Bradford Hunt, Brown and 
Hamilton Crowe, a Mr. Blair, a Mr. Young, Samuel Knight and Dudley Leavitt, was 
under the leadership of Bishop Edward Bunker. The settlers built primitive 
dwellings close together in the shape of a fort and around a flowing stream of water.  
One side of the fort also served as a part of a corral in which their animals were 
driven at night to be guarded from Indian depredations. 
 
While the settlers had made a treaty with the Indians permitting them the use of the 
land and range, the natives were frequently hungry, and they began raids on the 
livestock of the whites.  Persistence in the thievery on the part of the natives, the 
killing of an Indian in the act of driving off animals and the execution of Indians by 
miners in the region, led to an every increasing tenseness in racial relations.  
Finally, in 1866, the small colony was abandoned.  Some of the inhabitants moved 
to Shoal Creek and Hebron, Utah, and others made their homes in Panaca. (THIS IS 
WHY LUKE SYPHUS AND CHRISTIANA LONG SYPHUS, WITH THEIR CHILDREN, 
MOVED TO PANACA, NEVADA. 
 
The Clover Valley was to remain isolated and vacant until 1869 when Lyman Wood, 
accompanied by his brother-in-law, Richard Bird and family, moved in. They were 
afterwards joined by Taylor R. Bird and family and Richard Gibbons and others.  
This little valley had been abandoned three years before because of Indian 
depredation. 
 
Lyman Wood purchased the land title from LUKE SYPHUS of PANACA, and 
proceeded to set up a temporary home in the abandoned fort." 1865 - BOOK: 
"ORSON WELCOME HUNTSMAN" compiled by himself, page 6 .... 
"We traveled (from the Salt Lake City area), as it were in wilderness, for the space of 
three or four weeks, and arrived in Clover Valley which was then in Washington Co., 
Utah Territory, but some years after, when the state lines were run, or surveyed, 
this beautiful little valley was found to be 10 or 15 miles in Lincoln Co., Nevada. 
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This valley was only about one mile wide and three or four miles long, running east 
and west, carpeted with green meadows, watered by nice springs raising in the 
valley and flow west, and surrounded by low rolling hills, which were covered with 
wild sage brush and cedar trees and a very good stock range at that date. 
 
This valley was settled early in the spring of 1864 by a small company of Saints 
from the Santa Clara, lead by Bishop Edward Bunker.  This valley is about three 
hundred and fifty or seventy-five miles, a little west of south from Salt Lake.  Joseph 
Huntsmans, Orsen, brother, was already living there as was his sisters, Mary and 
Mariah." 
 
THE HUNTSMANS ARRIVED IN CLOVER VALLEY IN OCTOBER 1865 - they went to 
work preparing for the winter and soon had built a comfortable log house on a little 
town lot.  Most of the people in Clover Valley lived in the little fort, which was built 
of log houses built closely together, forming a hollow square. This was to protect 
them from the Indians who had been hostile but at this time, were now becoming 
friendly and would go from door to door begging for something to eat, whether they 
were hungry or not. 
 
Late in the summer of 1866, President Brigham Young sent a proclamation advising 
the people who were living in a scattered condition and in small towns and 
settlements to move together, or move into larger towns so they could easier protect 
themselves from the raiding Indians. 
 
Apostle Erastus Snow, who was presiding over this southern mission, advised the 
people of Clover Valley to move to Shoal Creek and to the settlement, which was 
located in Meadow Valley, which was afterwards called Panaca (an Indian name for 
mineral) so as to strengthen these two places.  Bishop Tuck Syphus (LUKE SYPHUS) 
and some others moved to Meadow Valley and some went to other places while ten 
families located on Shoal Creek - THIS ENCLUDED THE HUNTSMAN FAMILY. Page 
7 of the above book. 
 
BOOK: "THE WOODS FAMILY" of Clover Valley, Nevada  1869-1979. Page 7 and 8. 
(Lyman Woods was asked by church authorities to explore and find suitable areas 
for the Saints to live and develop - this is his story.) 1869 - "Lyman had reported to 
Joseph W. Young, who was in charge of the Muddy Mission, and was assigned to 
develop the Long Valley area on the Meadow valley Wash.  The water flow, however, 
was unstable and following the spring runoff the stream dried up completely, and 
the assigned settlers were forced to leave. 
 
While enroute to Meadow Valley in search of a new place to make his home, he 
passed through Clover Valley.  Although the valley was of limited acreage he became 
completely enamored with the small green vale and the surrounding hills and 
mountains covered with stirrup high range grasses.  
 
TROUBLE WITH THE INDIANS AND THEIR SOJOURN IN CLOVER VALLEY: 
 In Utah there was an appropriation of $50,000.00, the same to be distributed to the 
Indian War Veterans.  Luke Syphus apparently made application for same.  He 
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received a letter from Jr. J.M. Westwood, telling him that his name did not appear 
on the list of Indian Veterans that he had, but that if Luke Syphus would appear in 
St. George with witnesses to vouch for his participation in the Indian troubles, 
between the date of July 11 to 16, 1913, that he would get his share of the 
appropriation.   
 
This was less than two years before Luke Syphus died and his health was not too 
good so he dictated this letter to Aunt Clara, and then he signed it.  This is the copy 
that was sent to Lovina (Syphus) Whitney, who at that time was living in St. George, 
and the accompanying letter tells Grandmother Whitney that they had fancied up a 
little the one that was sent to Mr. Westwood, but that this one had all the facts in it 
so she would be informed so if the occasion arose that she could help the matter 
along. 
 
Panaca, Lincoln Co., Nevada 
July 10, 1913 
 
Mr. J. M. Westwood 
St. George, Utah 
 
Dear Sir: 
 My health not permitting me to make the journey to St. George, to appear before 
you from the 11th inst. to the 16th inst., inclusive with my two witnesses, in order 
to secure my part in the distribution of the appropriation of $50,000.00 for the 
Indian War Veterans, I hereby make to you under oath, the following statement. 
 
The scene of the Indian troubles which I experienced was at Clover Valley, (now 
called Barclay, in Nevada) but at the time of the most serious Indian depredations, 
during the years 1864-5-6, it was in Washington County, Utah, or was supposed to 
be and it was to Utah we paid our taxes. 
 
In the spring of 1864 I moved with my family, together with a number of other 
families into Clover Valley.  We had been there but a short time when the Indians 
became very troublesome, continually jeopardizing the lives of our selves and 
families, and making frequent raids upon our cattle and horses. 
 
Acting upon the advice of General Erastus Snow, we built a fort for the protection of 
our families, and I was personally appointed by him as Captain’s Adjutant, under 
Captain Maltire Hatch, of the Nauvoo Legion.  I was furnished with a book of 
instructions, entitled "Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics," prepared expressly for the 
use of the Militia of Utah, by Colonel Wm. B. Pace, Nauvoo Legion. 
 
We were compelled to herd our cattle by day and guard them by night, many times 
in bitter cold weather and deep snow, but with all our vigilance we lost many cattle 
and horses by the Indians, who greatly exceeded us in numbers.   Upon two 
occasions, after raids upon our cattle, we followed the Indians, leaving a few men to 
guard the Fort. 
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Upon the first occasion we followed them onto the West fork of the Beaver Dam 
Wash, where we found them with a herd of our cattle, all killed and the meat being 
dried upon the rocks.  We surprised the Indians and succeeded in disarming four of 
their number, and the others escaped with their guns, and fired upon us from 
ambush as we traveled homeward up the stream, single file.  We had some very 
narrow escapes, bur reached the fort unharmed. 
 
In this party there were, beside myself, five other men, namely Joseph Huntsman, 
Samuel Knight, James Hunt, Geo. W. Edwards, Sr. and one other, whose name I 
cannot now recall. 
 
 
About one week later, I in company with Joseph Huntsman, Dudley Leavitt 
(deceased, Samuel Knight (deceased), John Huttley (deceased), George W. Edwards, 
Sr. (deceased, and tow other men trailed the Indians about forty miles west into the 
mountains, where we found a herd of our cattle all killed as before, but we did not 
once come upon the Indians at that time, they having retreated farther into the 
mountains.  They made numerous other raids when we were unable to leave our 
families to follow them. 
 
We felt the loss of our cattle and animals keenly as it deprived us in a great measure 
of the means of subsistence.   Finally, the peril to our families and ourselves 
becoming so great, and owing to several families having left, we who remained, were 
advised by General Erastus Snow to abandon the settlement, which we did in 
November, 1866. 
Signed:  Luke Syphus 
 
 I don't know if Luke Syphus ever received a share in the $50,000.00 appropriation, 
but I am certainly glad that we have this story preserved for us. 
 
The Commissioners of Indian War Records had compiled their records of veterans of 
the Indian Wars and had held a previous hearing for these veterans during the 
years 1909 and 1910. "Veterans who have heretofore received pay for their service 
and who have pay for their service and who have been granted pensions by the 
United States, are not entitled to participate in this fund." Compiled by Georgia 
Garvey    
 
CONFIRMED INTO THE PANACA WARD AS A MEMBER:  15, NOV. 1869 in Panaca 
Ward, Nevada and also listed as a member and confirmed 14, June 1874. Listed as 
an Elder.  Was Re-Baptized 1876 by Samuel Marion Lee (film # SL 3647). 
RECORDS: It shows that he did many confirmations and blessings not only for his 
own family members, but for other family’s members. 
ORDINATIONS: He did ordinations in 1871 so it can be assumed he had the 
Priesthood before 1874 especially since the Panaca, Nevada records show he was 
baptized in 1850 in England. 
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PEOPLE HE BAPTIZED or CONFIRMED: 
Blessed the baby, Fielding Langford who was born on 16, Dec. 1867 in Elder Co. 
Utah.  Blessed in 1868. Parents: James A. Langford and Mary C. Turnborgh. 
Blessed a baby: Chrisa Amelia Syphus - April 1868 in Panaca, Nevada. 
Panaca, Nevada, Sept. 3, 1871 - ordained Heber Marshall a Deacon. 
  "       "      "    "    "  - ordained Edward H. Syphus a Deacon. 
Panaca, Nevada, June 14, 1874 - Joseph C. Davis 
Panaca, Nevada, June 14, 1874 
10 other people are listed but the paper was torn and names are not available. 
Panaca, Nevada, Sept. 5, 1875 - ordained Richard Hollough an Elder. 
   "      "      "    "    "  - ordained Edward Syphus (his son) a Teacher and 
                                a Priest on the same day. 
THERE ARE MANY RECORDINGS OF HIS PRIESTHOOD WORK - TOO MANY TO 
LIST. EAGLESVILLE, LINCOLN CO., NEVADA: 
16, July 1876     3 people - names not given. 
0 
  MISSION: CERTIFICATE (COPY FROM BEVERLY CLARK of PANACA, NEVADA  
NOV. 1990.) 
           "Holiness to the Lord"                
 
OCT. 14, 1872  TO ALL PERSONS TO WHOM THIS LETTER SHALL COME:--- 
This Certifies that the bearer, Elder "Luke Syphus" is in full faith and fellowship 
with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, and by the General 
Authorities of said Church, has been duly appointed to a Mission to the "British 
Isles" to Preach the Gospel, and administer in all the ordinances thereof pertaining 
to his office. 
And we invite all men to give heed to his Teachings and Counsels as a man of God, 
sent to open to them the door of Life and Salvation-and assist him in his travels, in 
whatsoever things he may need. 
And we pray GOD, THE ETERNAL FATHER, to bless Elder "Syphus" and all who 
receive him, and minister to his comfort, with the blessings of heaven and earth, for 
time and for all eternity, in the name of JESUS CHRIST: Amen. 
                   Signed at Salt Lake City, Territory of Utah 
                   October 14, 1872, in behalf of said Church SEAL:              
                           Brigham Young 
 
 UNION PACIFIC R.R.        Geo. A. Smith      First Presidency. 
 OGDEN STATION             Daniel H. Wells 
 OCT 15, 1872 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Luke Syphus made his Declaration of Intention to become a Citizen of the United 
States at San Bernardino, California, January 22, 1857, and the same was signed 
by Rich R. Hopkin, County Clerk.  On the 11th of January 1864, he presented his 
signed declaration to James G. Bleak, Clerk of Probate Court, Washington County, 
Territory of Utah, together with his sworn oath of allegiance, Sworn in open court 
the 11th day of January, 1864, before James D. McCullough, Probate Judge. He 
then appeared in the District Court of the Seventh Judicial District of the State of 
Nevada, in the County of Lincoln, the Hon. Mortimer Fuller, presiding judge, on the 
20th of July 1872, J.T. Jones and James A. Wadsworth, appeared as witnesses for 
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Luke Syphus.  P.B. Miller was Clerk of the District Court, J.M. Hemferd, deputy 
clerk.  Luke Syphus became a citizen of the United States, 20 July 1872, the 96th 
year of our independence. -----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------- 
 
1881 - LUKE SYPHUS IS FOUND TO HAVE A HOME IN MESQUITE, NEVADA: from 
the Public Library where Ross and Shirley Syphus found a book which they found to 
contain the History of Mesquite, Nevada.  In it they found a part, which states, " 
Luke Syphus had built a new house and it was the first one to burn down there.  It 
was appraised twice and on was for $800.00 and the second for #1,300.00.  It also 
stated that Anna Syphus went to school in Mesquite... (this may have been the 
daughter, Anna Syphus, of Edward Henry Syphus and his first wife: Anna Burgess.  
Their daughter, Anna, was born in 1886.  Luke Syphus must have owned this 
home, but did not live there all the time, as he was still a Bishop in Panaca, Nevada 
until 1872. 
MESQUITE, NEVADA MUSEUM DATA. 
DEC. 1879 - A Conference was held in the St. George, Utah Stake. At this meeting 
15 families were asked to go to the go to Mesquite Flats in Lincoln County, Nevada 
(it was still Lincoln County at that time and not Clark County as it later became).  
The letter "E" was not attached to the name of the Flats until a later date.  The 
Mesquite Ward records show that the settlement was established Feb. 22, 1880 
about five miles northeast or up the Rio Virgin River of Bunkerville on the opposite 
side of the river from Bunkerville, Nevada. 
On Feb. 22, 1880 Mormons from Panaca, Pine Valley and St. George colonized the 
Mesquite Flats with William H. Branch Jr. being sustained the Bishop, 1st. 
Counselor: Gabriel M. Utley and 2nd Counselor: Joseph H. Burgess and Ebinezer 
Godfrey DeFrieze as the Ward Clerk.  Other families going or arriving shortly 
afterwards to this Mesquite Flat, Lincoln County, Nevada in 1879 were: Gabriel M. 
Utley                      Niklaus Hunziker Isacc Henry Burgess                  
 Wilber B. Earl Elisha Cragun                         Joseph I. Earl Eugene E. Branch                      
James M.C. Ide William Henry Branch                  Thurston Larson Alvin Robbins                         
John Hansen William Henry Branch Jr.              Isacc Rohner Luke Syphus and his 
son: Edward Henry Syphus 
George Whitney                        Johnny Smoots John Slappy                  
         Ebinezer Godfrey DeFrieze Harrison Burgess                      Benjamin H. 
Burgess Joseph Burgess                        Henry "Harry" Gentry ..... 
   John D. T. McAllister and James G. Bleak had come down from St. George Utah to organize the new Mesquite Flats 
Ward as part of the St. George Stake.  At this time, John D.T. McAllister dedicated the area.   During this first winter, 
several frame houses were constructed from materials freighted from Pine Valley.  In October of 1880 occurred the first fire 
in the Valley, the lumber home of Luke Syphus was totally destroyed with an estimate cost of $1,300 (in another paper of 
history it is listed as being $800.00, but three other histories have it as $1,300 from the Ward Records). 
   The first priority was to build a ditch to carry water from the Rio Virgin River six 
and a half miles from Mesquite Flats.  They built a large canal and took the water 
out into a large tract of land.  They cleared away the brush, dug out the mesquite 
roots, plowed, scraped and leveled their lands and put in crops.  They also 
continued to build some houses.  But the wind blew, the rains descended and the 
floods came at different times.  The earthen dam still held, but it was a fight to keep 
it.  The canal started 2 1/2 miles from the Arizona border and the task of building 
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the canal and dam was so difficult that it was impossible to plant crops that first 
year, but by the second year, a thin, burned-out crop was harvested and that crop 
was wheat and cotton.  By May 1882 July 4th 1881 there were fifteen families, some 
families had come and gone. During this year, the canal was extended to the lower 
end of the flat, and optimism grew. 
Drinking water was portable. Barrels of it had to stand for 12 hours to allow mud to 
settle.  The settling mud made sediment 6 to 24 inches thick on the bottom of the 
barrels. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
             PLACES WHERE LUKE AND CHRISTIANA SYPHUS LIVED: LEFT ENGLAND 
- 1852 SIDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA - 1854 
SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA - 1856 
SAN BERNADINO, CALIFORNIA - 1856/57 
CEDAR CITY, IRON CO., UTAH - 1858 
TOQUERVILLE, WASHINGTON CO., UTAH - 1859 
SANTA CLARA, WASHINGTON CO., UTAH - 1861 
CLOVER VALLEY, LINCOLN CO., NEVADA - 1864 
PINTO, WASHINGTON CO., UTAH - 1867 
PANACA, LINCOLN CO., NEVADA - 1868 
MESQUITE, CLARK CO., NEVADA - 1881 had property there and goes there often. 
Edward Henry Syphus, Luke's son, was in Mesquite with his father 1881-1882. 
PANACA, LINCOLN CO., NEVADA - 1915 DEATH. 
............................................................................... 
 DEATH/OBITUARY - (information obtained Oct. 26, 1990, from the Museum in 
Panaca, Nevada, from a scrapbook that they have there. 
Panaca (Nevada), April 23 1915- 
 Panaca was forced to part with one of her oldest and most highly respected citizens 
when Luke Syphus was called by death last Monday, April 19, 1915, after an illness 
of only 3 or 4 days.  Mr. Syphus was born in England, Jan. 23, 1827 thus making 
him 88 years old.  He leaves his wife, Mrs. Crystiana Syphus, 83 years of age, 3 
sons and 4 daughters, Mrs. Ellen Gentry, Edward and Levi Syphus of St. Thomas, 
Nevada; Mrs. Levina Whitney of St. George, Utah; Mrs. Chrissie Riding of Caliente 
and George and Clara Syphus, both of Panaca.  He also leaves 33 grandchildren; 35 
or 36 great grand children to mourn his loss. Funeral services will be held Wed. 
Morning, April 21, at 9:30 at the residence of the residence of the deceased.  The 
program will be as follows: Song by the choir: " Sometime We'll Understand". 
Prayer: David Keele 
Song by the choir: " O' My Father " 
Speakers: A. H. Wedge,  E.F. Wadsworth,  A.V. Lee and Bishop William Edwards. 
Solo: "One Sweetly Solemn Thought" sung by Edna Wadsworth. 
Song by the choir: "Sweet Rest" 
Benediction: N.J. Wadsworth 
Interment took place in the Panaca Cemetery. ----------------------------------------------
PANACA WARD-ENTERPRISE UTAH STAKE DEDICATION PROGRAM - MAY 9, 1982 
- THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS. Dedicated by Pres. 
Gordon B. Hinckley. This lists the Panaca Ward Bishoprics: 
1866  Alexander Franklin Barron, Counselors: James Henrie, John W. Norton. 
1869 November: James Henrie, Counselors: John Banion, Samuel Hamer. 
1871, May 28 : Thomas Jefferson Jones, Counselors: Luke Syphus, Samuel Marion 
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               Lee. 
1875, Feb. 25 : Luke Syphus, Counselors: Samuel Marion Lee, George Wadsworth. 
                (a period of 7 years and 3 months) 1882, June 7 : Milton Lafayette Lee, 
Counselors: Samuel M. Lee, George 
               Wadsworth, Alfred Luke Syphus. (Luke's son) (skipping some) 1928, Nov. 
18,: R. Ronnow Lee, Counselors: Harry J. Syphus, Clifford Wadsworth, Dan J. 
Ronnow, Charles P. Mathews. (Harry J. Syphus is a son of George Syphus Luke's 
brother)  
 
A SHORT HISTORY OF PANACA'S PLACES OF WORSHIP BY LEONA CONGER 
1982.(from the handout given at the dedication of the new chapel in 1982) 
  " The first public meeting house in Panaca was built in 1868, just four years after 
the first settlers entered the Valley.  It was made of adobe.  The belfry was made by 
George Edwards.  Colombus Lee brought the bell from Salt Lake City, Utah.  The 
adobe was later covered with boards and painted white. 
   This building was used for Sabbath Meetings, Church Auxiliaries, a school 
building, recreation hall, and public meetings of all kinds.  The first event held there 
was a dance on September 26, 1868.  The building served as a Chapel until 1939. 
   In 1897 and 1898 a public hall was constructed.  This building would later 
become a Chapel.  It was erected by public subscription and individual labor. The 
rock was hauled from a quarry one mile east of town.  The mortar to hold the rock 
together was furnished by Dave Cook.  It was made of sand, lime, and clay.  The 
lime was burned out of lime rock up by the Panaca Spring.  The lumber came from 
Ely Mountain and was furnished by John and Phil Smith.  The first event held there 
was a missionary farewell for Milton Lafayette Lee.  There was no money for doors or 
windows, so quilts were hung to keep out the cold. 
   One day a man came to town campaigning for the Senate.  He gave a thousand 
dollars to buy doors and windows.  The town hall was finally finished.  This building 
was remodeled in 1938 and 1939.  The rocks were covered with stucco. 
A wing was built on the east, and it was dedicated as a place of worship on June 25, 
1939.  Rudger Clawson was the visiting General Authority, and he offered the 
dedicatory prayer.  The chapel was used for auxiliary meetings, town meetings, and 
special events. 
   In 1968 a new addition was added to the east side of the old building.  This 
consisted of a Relief Society room and a Junior Sunday School.  Nelson Bleak was 
the contractor.  These added rooms were dedicated October 25, 1969 by Robert L. 
Simpson. 
   Panaca began to grow, and as the Ward membership increased, it soon became 
evident that the chapel was much too small.  The congregation spilled over into the 
hall and other rooms of the building.  A committee was selected and plans were 
begun to enlarge the building.  After many months, it was finally decided what 
would best meet the needs of the Panaca Ward.  The ground breaking was held on 
July 8, 1980.  Gower Construction from Cedar City, Utah would do the building.  
The old building was completely remodeled with new additions on the north and 
east. 
   For the first time in Panaca history there would be a Chapel, which would be used 
primarily in which to worship the Lord.  The first Sacrament service was held May 
24, 1981.  The Christmas Eve party was the first event to be held in the Cultural 
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Hall.  The building was completed on February 9, 1982.  It stands as a memorial of 
the love and dedication of members and former members of the Panaca Ward of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints." 
 
NOTE:  information taken from Group Sheet submitted by Effie B. Syphus, St. 
George, UT.  Source given:  P. R. Leafield; Shipton-under-Wychwood; 1841-1851 
Census; Luke Syphus Temple Record; Early Panaca Ward Records. ---------------------------------------------
---------------------------------- 


